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SOURCE: 77 FR 35569, June 13, 2012, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 81.1 Definitions. 
These definitions are applicable to 

this part: 
Accredited veterinarian. A veteri-

narian approved by the Administrator 
in accordance with part 161 of this 
chapter to perform functions specified 
in subchapters B, C, and D of this chap-
ter. 

Administrator. The Administrator, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, or any person authorized to 
act for the Administrator. 

Animal. Any farmed or captive deer, 
elk, or moose. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

Animal identification. A device or 
means of animal identification ap-
proved for use under this part by 
APHIS. Examples of animal identifica-
tion devices that APHIS has approved 
are listed in § 55.25 of this chapter. 

Animal identification number (AIN). A 
numbering system for the official iden-
tification of individual animals in the 
United States. The AIN contains 15 dig-
its, with the first 3 being the country 
code (840 for the United States), the 
alpha characters USA, or the numeric 
code assigned to the manufacturer of 
the identification device by the Inter-
national Committee on Animal Record-
ing. 

APHIS employee. Any individual em-
ployed by the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service who is authorized 
by the Administrator to do any work 
or perform any duty in connection with 
the control and eradication of disease. 

Cervid. All members of the family 
Cervidae and hybrids, including deer, 
elk, moose, caribou, reindeer, and re-
lated species. For the purposes of this 
part, the term ‘‘cervid’’ refers specifi-
cally to cervids susceptible to CWD. 
These are animals in the genera 
Odocoileus, Cervus, and Alces and their 
hybrids, i.e., deer, elk, and moose. 

Chronic wasting disease (CWD). A 
transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathy of cervids. Clinical 
signs in affected animals include, but 
are not limited to, loss of body condi-

tion, behavioral changes, excessive sal-
ivation, increased drinking and urina-
tion, depression, and eventual death. 

CWD Herd Certification Program. The 
Chronic Wasting Disease Herd Certifi-
cation Program established in part 55 
of this chapter. 

Deer, elk, and moose. All animals in 
the genera Odocoileus, Cervus, and 
Alces and their hybrids. 

Farmed or captive. Privately or pub-
licly maintained or held for economic 
or other purposes within a perimeter 
fence or confined area, or captured 
from a wild population for interstate 
movement and release. 

National Uniform Eartagging System. A 
numbering system for the official iden-
tification of individual animals in the 
United States providing a nationally 
unique identification number for each 
animal. The National Uniform 
Eartagging System employs an eight- 
or nine-character alphanumeric for-
mat, consisting of a two-number State 
or territory code, followed by two or 
three letters and four additional num-
bers. Official APHIS disease control 
programs may specify which format to 
employ. 

Official animal identification. A device 
or means of animal identification ap-
proved for use under this part by 
APHIS to uniquely identify individual 
animals. Examples of approved official 
animal identification devices are listed 
in § 55.25 of this chapter. The official 
animal identification must include a 
nationally unique animal identifica-
tion number that adheres to one of the 
following numbering systems: 

(1) National Uniform Eartagging Sys-
tem. The CWD program allows the use 
of either the eight-character or nine- 
character format for cervids. 

(2) Animal identification number 
(AIN). 

(3) Premises-based number system. 
The premises-based number system 
combines an official premises identi-
fication number (PIN), as defined in 
this section, with a producer’s live-
stock production numbering system to 
provide a unique identification num-
ber. The PIN and the production num-
ber must both appear on the official 
tag. 
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(4) Any other numbering system ap-
proved by the Administrator for the 
identification of animals in commerce. 

Premises identification number (PIN). A 
nationally unique number assigned by 
a State, Tribal, and/or Federal animal 
health authority to a premises that is, 
in the judgment of the State, Tribal, 
and/or Federal animal health author-
ity, a geographically distinct location 
from other premises. The premises 
identification number is associated 
with an address, geospatial coordi-
nates, and/or location descriptors 
which provide a verifiably unique loca-
tion. The premises identification num-
ber may be used in conjunction with a 
producer’s own livestock production 
numbering system to provide a unique 
identification number for an animal. It 
may also be used as a component of a 
group/lot identification number. The 
premises identification number may 
consist of: 

(1) The State’s two-letter postal ab-
breviation followed by the premises’ 
assigned number; or 

(2) A seven-character alphanumeric 
code, with the right-most character 
being a check digit. The check digit 
number is based upon the ISO 7064 Mod 
36/37 check digit algorithm. 

Recognized slaughtering establish-
ment.An establishment where slaugh-
tering operations are regularly carried 
out under Federal or State inspection 
and which has been approved by the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service to receive animals for slaugh-
ter. 

[77 FR 35569, June 13, 2012, as amended at 79 
FR 23891, Apr. 29, 2014] 

§ 81.2 Identification of deer, elk, and 
moose in interstate commerce. 

Each animal required to be identified 
by this part must have at least two 
forms of animal identification attached 
to the animal. The means of animal 
identification must be approved for 
this use by APHIS, and must be an 
electronic implant, flank tattoo, ear 
tattoo, tamper-resistant ear tag, or 
other device approved by APHIS. One 
of the animal identifications must be 
an official animal identification as de-
fined in this part, with a nationally 
unique animal identification number 
that is linked to that animal in the 

CWD National Database or in an ap-
proved State database. The second ani-
mal identification must be unique for 
the individual animal within the herd 
and also must be linked to that animal 
and herd in the CWD National Data-
base or in an approved State database. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0237) 

§ 81.3 General restrictions. 
No farmed or captive deer, elk, or 

moose may be moved interstate unless 
it meets the requirements of this sec-
tion. 

(a) Animals in the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program. The captive deer, elk, 
or moose is: 

(1) Enrolled in the CWD Herd Certifi-
cation Program and the herd has 
achieved Certified status in accordance 
with § 55.24 of this chapter; and 

(2) Is accompanied by a certificate 
issued in accordance with § 81.4 that 
identifies its herd of origin and that 
states that the animal’s herd has 
achieved Certified status and that the 
animal does not show clinical signs as-
sociated with CWD. 

(b) Animals captured for interstate 
movement and release. If the captive 
deer, elk, or moose was captured from 
a wild population for interstate move-
ment and release, each animal must 
have two forms of animal identifica-
tion, one of which is official animal 
identification, and the certificate 
issued in accordance with § 81.4 that ac-
companies the animal must state that 
the source population has been docu-
mented to be low risk for CWD, based 
on a CWD surveillance program in wild 
cervid populations that is approved by 
the State Government of the receiving 
State and by APHIS. 

(c) Animals moved to slaughter. The 
farmed or captive deer, elk, or moose 
must be moved directly to a recognized 
slaughtering establishment for slaugh-
ter, must have two forms of animal 
identification, one of which is official 
animal identification, and must be ac-
companied by a certificate issued in ac-
cordance with § 81.4. 

(d) Research animal movements and 
permits. A research animal permit is re-
quired for the interstate movement of 
cervids for research purposes. The per-
mit will specify any special conditions 
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